Compare and Contrast
Teaching Objective
Students will compare two musical selections that will be performed at the Billings Symphony’s Family
Concert

Resources/Materials
Youtube recordings of the two pieces:
Flight of the Bumblebee, written by Rimsky-Korsakov
Hedwig’s Theme from Harry Potter, written by Williams

Pre-Assessment
Ask students to suggest items that are identifiable based on the age of the items. For example, old cars
and new cars vary in many ways – style, technology, safety, speed, power, and size are all ways that cars
from the past are different from modern cars. Tell students that music also varies from generation to
generation, i.e. popular music from the 50s sounds very different from the current popular music.

Teaching Sequence
1. Tell students that today they are going to listen to two contrasting pieces of music – one written in 1899
and the other written in recent years. Ask students to suggest ways that the two pieces might vary. Then
tell them that in spite of their ‘age’ difference, both were written aboutliving creatures. The two pieces are
Flight of the Bumblebee (written in 1899) by Rimsky-Korsakov and Hedwig’s Theme from Harry Potter by
Williams (written in 1999).
2. As the students listen ask them to make notes of their impressions of each piece by
recording the following:
Tempo (speed) – how fast? Is the speed steady/consistent or does it vary?
Dynamics (volume) – how loud? Is the volume steady/consistent or does it vary?
Mood/emotions – What emotions do you feel when you listen?
If this were for a specific occasion, what might it be?
3. On subsequent days repeat the process by playing the music again for the students and asking them
to record any additional things they hear.
4. After 3 or 4 times (or when you feel that they know the music pretty well) ask the students to compare
the differences between the pieces of music, noting the contrast in style, tempo, dynamics, tone color,
overall feel, or anything else they hear. They can do this individually, but a class discussion is good way
to combine all of the information.

Culminating Activity
Have the students pretend to be a composer writing a letter to another composer. Using letter form to
compare and contrast the two pieces, ask them to include their comparisons of tempo, dynamics, tone
color, and which they feel is their favorite and what they liked about it.

Evaluation
Did students compare and contrast two musical selections from the BSO&C Youth Concert?

